Scout Camping Equipment

NOTE TO PARENTS:  

· Equipment will not be needed until your scout signs up for a campout.  

· Before making any major purchases, ask to see examples of equipment that other scouts have.  

· You may want to borrow equipment initially until you get a sense of what your Scout enjoys.   

· Then shop around to make an informed decision. 
· When selecting equipment for your son please remember that he will get wet and dirty.  Items will be lost unless they are labeled.

· Camping equipment requirements will vary depending on the nature and date of the outing.  

· Scouts should not feel they have to purchase unnecessary or expensive equipment.  However there are standard items that your Scout should acquire in advance to avoid any last minute availability problems.  

Places to buy uniform and equipment:

· Boy Scout Store at the Cascade Pacific Council office 2145 SW Naito Parkway – uniform

· Mr. & Mrs. Greening -- 360-837-3478 -- for used shirts and pants

· Next Adventure in Portland – economical and some second hand choices

· Good Will

· Value Village

· REI

Basic Equipment
FIRST SIX MONTHS

** Scout spirit and enthusiasm **

** Signed permission slip **

· Sleeping bag – 
· rated to 20 degrees; younger scouts should consider using “junior size” bags, no cotton bags, spend your money here
· Eating kit with utensils 
· Plastic insulated cup, Plastic bowl (an old margarine container works well), Plastic plate, Knife, fork, spoon

· Water bottle 
· 1-quart water bottle or 1 liter sports bottle

· Foam sleeping pad 

· will not absorb water – “Z” fold is the lightest, easiest to manage

· First aid kit

· a new Scout will make one of these in their first six months; can put in Ziploc bag

· Pocketknife

· get a cheap one, first few might get lost; will need for earning one of his first awards

· Rain gear 

· Start with $1.49 2x3 plastic poncho rain gear; later you can add rain pants, rain coat with hood or waterproof hat

· Closed toe hard sole waterproof shoes

· Seasonal clothing 

· see lists below

· Toilet paper 

· (30 ft. rolled) in a ziplock sandwich bag

· Tooth brush and toothpaste

· Scout Handbook

WITHIN FIRST YEAR

· Backpacks are preferred (frame type), however nylon and canvas duffel bags may be used when “Car Camping”; use Jr. size initially
· Rain cover for backpack

· Ground cover (plastic sheet or 5’ x 8’ tarp)

· Flashlight with extra batteries

· 2 person nylon tent – light weight

Other Good Stuff to Have Later

· Three 1 Gallon Zip Loc plastic bags

· Two 50 Gallon Plastic Trash Bags

· Emergency Blanket ($3-5)

· 50 ft. colored 1/8 inch braided nylon cord or parachute cord (prefer colored for better visibility)

· Whistle on a lanyard

· Insect repellent – no spray
· Pen and small note pad in a plastic zip lock sandwich bag

· Emergency food

· Small plastic trowel

· Sunglasses

· Sunblock

· Camera and film – disposable type is great
· Binoculars

· Washcloth, towel, soap

· Field guides, maps

· Bandana

· Chap stick

· Insect bite anti-itch

Cooking Gear

· Individual camp stove and fuel

· Pot  - aluminum, durable with tight fitting lid

· Plastic measuring cup

· Insulated mug – plastic, insulated

· Frying pan – 12” non-stick, aluminum pan with durable handle

· Spatula

· Bio-suds soap

· Scouring pad

· Hand towel – get from the rag bag at home

After Receiving the Fireman Chit

· Wood matches in a waterproof container:  Use an empty prescription container and wrap the duct tape around the outside.  Put the matches inside along with a piece of sandpaper.  Make sure the grit side faces out.  Put a piece of cotton on top to hold everything in place.

· Fire starter

After Receiving the Totem Chit

· Pocket knife (no sheath knives or folding knives with blades longer than 3.5 inches)

After Receiving the Tenderfoot Rank

· Compass with three inch long base plate and degrees marked in two degree increments

Backpack Trips
· Second one-quart water bottle

· Water purification tablets

Seasonal Clothing:  Winter Camping

· Buy all synthetics or wool, no cotton
· Hiking boots

· Spare wool or synthetic hiking socks - need to put dry items on at night for most warmth
· Change of Underwear – need to put dry items on at night for most warmth

· Insulated parka or coat with hood

· Knit or fleece ski cap (wool knit is better)

· Warm gloves

· Rain gear

· Snow Boots

· Change of Warm clothes – long-sleeve shirt, wool pants or sweats, no cotton – gets wet and cold
· Wool or acrylic sweater or wool shirt (army surplus stores sell the small size wool shirt for $5-$10)

· Synthetic long underwear top and bottom --100% polypropylene or better, no cotton
· Extra blanket or fleece liner for the sleeping bag

Seasonal Clothing: Warm Weather Camping

· Short sleeved shirt

· Long pants

· Shorts

· Underwear

· Socks

· Hat with a brim for shade

· Bandanna

· Rain gear

· Hiking boots or sturdy shoes

· Sandals or water socks for water activities
· Still bring some warm clothing since sudden cold snaps and chilly evenings happen often.

· Sweater or warm jacket










